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 Developed during the cold war to prepare for 
a number of possible outcome 
 

 
 



 
 IPCC Scenarios are another example: 

 
 



Dimensions 
 Climate 
 Political 
 Economic 
 Conservation 
 …others 





Low Medium High 

Sea Level Rise 









Workshop 1 – Managers 
    Develop Scenarios 

Workshop 2 – Habitat Specialists 
    Examine Effects on Habitats 

Workshop 3 – Species Specialists 
    Examine Effects on Species 

Workshop 4 – Managers Reconvene  
    to Discuss Management Options  
    under the Different Scenarios 



Management 
MPAs 







Monitoring the  
Dimensions 

Scenario 1 
Scenario 2 
Scenario 3 

Select 
Scenarios 

The Conceptual Approach (Step 1) 

Make Adjustments as Necessary 

Identify Scenario 
that is most relevant 

Uncertainty 



Scenario 1 
for example 

The Conceptual Approach (Step 2) 

Triggerpoints 

Strategy  1 

Management Strategies 

Strategy  2 

Strategy  3 

Monitoring  for  
Triggerpoints 



Larvae are limited by 
1. Salinity 
2. Temperature 







 Spatial scenario planning can  
 1. Account for multiple sources of uncertainty 
 
 2. Be flexible and updated as new data become 

available and new policies are developed 
 
 3. Provide a framework for monitoring programs to 

trigger management actions 
 
 4. Spatial scenario planning can provide a 

framework for managers to think outside the box 
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